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ruinated state, or else to his discredit greatly that
must take them upon him." "Truly, my lord," she
said, "I do find my lord my husband greatly dis-
mayed with his hard choice which is presently
offered him, as either to be a baron, called in the
number of many far more able than himself to main-
tain it withal, or else, in refusing it, to incur her
Highnesses displeasure." And unless Lord Burgh-
ley could induce the Queen to couple a substantial
gift with the proffered honour, which clearly would
have been welcome to Lady Sidney, and doubtless
also to her husband, she implored him to add to all
his other kindnesses to the family by "staying the
motion of this title to be any further offered." The
prayer was so far answered that Sir Henry Sidney
was never made a peer.

Three weeks after the date of Lady Sidney's let-
ter, her son went abroad to learn lessons that were
to help him in making a career for himself, and
henceforward we shall be able to follow his course
much more precisely than has thus far been possible.
But before we cross the sea with him, it will be con-
venient to break through the order of chronology in
order to note a mysterious reference to him in a let-
ter written seventeen months after he had started on
his travels.

On the 26th of October, 1573, Messrs. Nicholas
Poyntz, Richard Berkeley, Thomas Throckmorton,
and Giles Poyntz wrote thus to Lord Berkeley:
" Because you are over-resolutely determined to have
your daughter to inherit your land, and not to give
the same to any heir male of your house, which is